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PREFACE

The Bible

The words of the Bible are the very words of God our
Creator speaking to us. They are completely truthful;' they are
pure;” they are powerful;’ and they are wise and righteous.* We
should read these words with reverence and awe,” and with joy
and delight.® Through these words God gives us eternal life,
and daily nourishes our spiritual lives.®

The ESV Translation

The English Standard Version® (ESV®) stands in the classic
stream of English Bible translations that goes back nearly five
centuries. In this stream, accurate faithfulness to the original
text is combined with simplicity, beauty, and dignity of expres-
sion. Our goal has been to carry forward this legacy for this
generation and generations to come.

The ESV is an “essentially literal” translation that seeks
as far as possible to reproduce the meaning and structure of
the original text and the personal style of each Bible writer.
We have sought to be “as literal as possible” while maintain-
ing clear expression and literary excellence. Therefore the ESV
is well suited for both personal reading and church ministry,
for devotional reflection and serious study, and for Scripture

memorization.

Lps. 119:160; Prov. 30:5; Titus 1:2; Heb. 6:18 2Ps. 12:6 3]er. 23:29; Heb. 4:12; 1 Pet. 1:23
4Ps. 19:7-11 Deut. 28:58; Ps. 119:74; Isa. 66:2 6Ps. 19:7-11; 119:14, 97, 103; Jer. 15:16
7]0hn 6:68; 1 Pet. 1:23 8Deut. 32:46; Matt. 4:4



The ESV Publishing Team

The ESV publishing team has included more than a hun-
dred people. The fourteen-member Translation Oversight
Committee benefited from the work of fifty biblical experts
serving as Translation Review Scholars and from the comments
of the more than fifty members of the Advisory Council. This
international team from many denominations shares a com-
mon commitment to the truth of God’s Word and to historic
Christian orthodoxy.

To God’s Honor and Praise

We know that no Bible translation is perfect; but we also
know that God uses imperfect and inadequate things to his
honor and praise. So to God the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit—
and to his people—we offer what we have done, with our
prayers that it may prove useful, with gratitude for much help
given, and with ongoing wonder that our God should ever have
entrusted to us so momentous a task.

To God alone be the glory!
The Translation Oversight Committee






THE FIRST LETTER OF PAUL TO TIMOTHY

1 TIMOTHY

Greeting
Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by command of God our
Savior and of Christ Jesus our hope,
2To Timothy, my true child in the faith:
Grace, mercy, and peace from God the Father and Christ

Jesus our Lord.

Warning Against False Teachers

3As I urged you when I was going to Macedonia, remain at
Ephesus so that you may charge certain persons not to teach any
different doctrine, *nor to devote themselves to myths and end-
less genealogies, which promote speculations rather than the
stewardship from God that is by faith. ®The aim of our charge
is love that issues from a pure heart and a good conscience and
a sincere faith. ® Certain persons, by swerving from these, have
wandered away into vain discussion, ” desiring to be teachers of
the law, without understanding either what they are saying or
the things about which they make confident assertions.

8 Now we know that the law is good, if one uses it lawfully,
®understanding this, that the law is not laid down for the just
but for the lawless and disobedient, for the ungodly and sin-
ners, for the unholy and profane, for those who strike their
fathers and mothers, for murderers, ' the sexually immoral,






1 TIMOTHY 1:11 8

men who practice homosexuality, enslavers, liars, perjurers,
and whatever else is contrary to sound doctrine, " in accordance
with the gospel of the glory of the blessed God with which I

have been entrusted.

Christ Jesus Came to Save Sinners

2] thank him who has given me strength, Christ Jesus our
Lord, because he judged me faithful, appointing me to his ser-
vice, *® though formerly I was a blasphemer, persecutor, and
insolent opponent. But I received mercy because I had acted
ignorantly in unbelief, "*and the grace of our Lord overflowed
for me with the faith and love that are in Christ Jesus. ** The
saying is trustworthy and deserving of full acceptance, that
Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners, of whom I am
the foremost. **But I received mercy for this reason, that in me,
as the foremost, Jesus Christ might display his perfect patience
as an example to those who were to believe in him for eternal
life. ' To the King of the ages, immortal, invisible, the only
God, be honor and glory forever and ever. Amen.

'8 This charge I entrust to you, Timothy, my child, in accor-
dance with the prophecies previously made about you, that by
them you may wage the good warfare, **holding faith and a good
conscience. By rejecting this, some have made shipwreck of their
faith, ? among whom are Hymenaeus and Alexander, whom I
have handed over to Satan that they may learn not to blaspheme.

Pray for All People

First of all, then, I urge that supplications, prayers, inter-
2 cessions, and thanksgivings be made for all people, 2 for
kings and all who are in high positions, that we may lead a






