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I N T R O D U C T I O N

The account you hold in your hands is a biographical tes-
timony to the life of Jesus. It has been read by millions of 
men and women since it was written by one of Jesus’ dis-
ciples a few generations after Jesus lived. Perhaps no other 
single document has influenced the world as widely and 
deeply as the Gospel of John. 

From earliest days this was called a “Gospel,” which 
means “good news”—John wrote to tell us news of an 
astonishing series of events. The Gospel of John is not about 
a heroic ancient figure whom we should strive to emulate, 
as much other ancient literature is, but rather about what 
this ancient figure has done on our behalf. Rather than 
striving to emulate him, we collapse into the freedom of 
his work in our place—living a life of perfect love and ser-
vice we could never live, dying a death of rejection and con-
demnation we deserved to die, and rising to the new life of 
indestructible glory that we could never achieve. 

John quietly shows that Jesus is the fulfillment of every 
ancient longing and promise of earlier parts of Scripture. 
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Jesus is the sacrificial lamb who takes away the sin of the 
world. He is the loving shepherd who cares gently for his 
wayward sheep. He is the door through which all must 
come to the Father. 

Jesus not only fulfills ancient promises from way 
back then, he fulfills every longing of the human heart 
today. He is the bread of life without whom our souls will 
remain ever hungry. He is the living water without whom 
our thirst will never be quenched. He is the light of the 
world without whom our very best days remain shrouded 
in darkness. He is the true vine without whom our most 
strenuous efforts at a fruitful and flourishing life finally 
wither and die away. 

John wrote this book to give you Jesus Christ, the only 
hope in this misery-filled world. 

Introduction
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P R E F A C E

THE BIBLE

The words of the Bible are the very words of God our 
Creator speaking to us. They are completely truthful;1 they 
are pure; 2 they are powerful;3 and they are wise and righ-
teous.4 We should read these words with reverence and 
awe,5 and with joy and delight.6 Through these words God 
gives us eternal life,7 and daily nourishes our spiritual lives.8

THE ESV TR ANSLATION

The English Standard Version® (ESV ®) stands in the classic 
stream of English Bible translations that goes back nearly 
five centuries. In this stream, accurate faithfulness to the 
original text is combined with simplicity, beauty, and dig-
nity of expression. Our goal has been to carry forward this 
legacy for this generation and generations to come.

The ESV is an “essentially literal” translation that seeks 
as far as possible to reproduce the meaning and struc-
ture of the original text and the personal style of each 

1 Ps. 119:160; Prov. 30:5; Titus 1:2; Heb. 6:18 2 Ps. 12:6 3 Jer. 23:29; Heb. 4:12; 
1 Pet. 1:23 4 Ps. 19:7–11 5 Deut. 28:58; Ps. 119:74; Isa. 66:2 6 Ps. 19:7–11; 
119:14, 97, 103; Jer. 15:16 7 John 6:68; 1 Pet. 1:23 8 Deut. 32:46; Matt. 4:4
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Bible writer. We have sought to be “as literal as possible” 
while maintaining clear expression and literary excellence. 
Therefore the ESV is well suited for both personal reading 
and church ministry, for devotional reflection and serious 
study, and for Scripture memorization.

THE ESV PUBLISHING TEAM

The ESV publishing team has included more than a hun-
dred people. The fourteen- member Translation Oversight 
Committee benefited from the work of fifty biblical experts 
serving as Translation Review Scholars and from the com-
ments of the more than fifty members of the Advisory 
Council. This international team from many denomina-
tions shares a common commitment to the truth of God’s 
Word and to historic Christian orthodoxy.

TO GOD’S HONOR AND PR AISE

We know that no Bible translation is perfect; but we also 
know that God uses imperfect and inadequate things to 
his honor and praise. So to God the Father, Son, and Holy 
Spirit—and to his people—we offer what we have done, 
with our prayers that it may prove useful, with gratitude 
for much help given, and with ongoing wonder that our 
God should ever have entrusted to us so momentous a task.

To God alone be the glory!
The Translation Oversight Committee

Preface
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P R O L O G U E : 

T H E   I N C A R N A T E   W O R D

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word 
was with God, and the Word was God. He was 

in the beginning with God. All things were made 
through him, and without him was not any thing 
made that was made. In him was life, and the life 
was the light of men. The light shines in the dark-
ness, and the darkness has not overcome it.

There was a man sent from God, whose name 
was John. He came as a witness, to bear witness 
about the light, that all might believe through 
him. He was not the light, but came to bear wit-
ness about the light.

The true light, which gives light to everyone, 
was coming into the world. He was in the world, 
and the world was made through him, yet the 
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world did not know him. He came to his own, 
and his own people did not receive him. But to all 
who did receive him, who believed in his name, 
he gave the right to become children of God, who 
were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh 
nor of the will of man, but of God.

And the Word became flesh and dwelt among 
us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of the only 
Son from the Father, full of grace and truth. (John 
bore witness about him, and cried out, “This was 
he of whom I said, ‘He who comes after me ranks 
before me, because he was before me.’ ”) For from 
his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace. 
For the law was given through Moses; grace and 
truth came through Jesus Christ. No one has ever 
seen God; the only God, who is at the Father’s 
side, he has made him known.
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T H E  S I G N S  O F  T H E  M E S S I A H

A  nd this is the testimony of John, when the 
Jews sent priests and Levites from Jerusalem 

to ask him, “Who are you?” He confessed, and did 
not deny, but confessed, “I  am not the Christ.” 
And they asked him, “What then? Are you Elijah?” 
He said, “I am not.” “Are you the Prophet?” And 
he answered, “No.” So they said to him, “Who 
are you? We need to give an answer to those who 
sent us. What do you say about yourself?” He said, 
“I  am the voice of one crying out in the wilder-
ness, ‘Make straight the way of the Lord,’ as the 
prophet Isaiah said.”

(Now they had been sent from the Pharisees.) 
They asked him, “Then why are you baptizing, 
if you are neither the Christ, nor Elijah, nor the 
Prophet?” John answered them, “I  baptize with 
water, but among you stands one you do not 
know, even he who comes after me, the strap of 
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whose sandal I am not worthy to untie.” These 
things took place in Bethany across the Jordan, 
where John was baptizing.

The next day he saw Jesus coming toward him, 
and said, “Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes 
away the sin of the world! This is he of whom 
I said, ‘After me comes a man who ranks before 
me, because he was before me.’ I myself did not 
know him, but for this purpose I came baptizing 
with water, that he might be revealed to Israel.” 
And John bore witness: “I saw the Spirit descend 
from heaven like a dove, and it remained on him. 
I myself did not know him, but he who sent me 
to baptize with water said to me, ‘He on whom 
you see the Spirit descend and remain, this is he 
who baptizes with the Holy Spirit.’ And I have 
seen and have borne witness that this is the Son 
of God.”

The next day again John was standing with 
two of his disciples, and he looked at Jesus as he 
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walked by and said, “Behold, the Lamb of God!” 
The two disciples heard him say this, and they fol-
lowed Jesus. Jesus turned and saw them following 
and said to them, “What are you seeking?” And 
they said to him, “Rabbi” (which means Teacher), 
“where are you staying?” He said to them, “Come 
and you will see.” So they came and saw where he 
was staying, and they stayed with him that day, for 
it was about the tenth hour. One of the two who 
heard John speak and followed Jesus was Andrew, 
Simon Peter’s brother. He first found his own 
brother Simon and said to him, “We have found 
the Messiah” (which means Christ). He brought 
him to Jesus. Jesus looked at him and said, “You 
are Simon the son of John. You shall be called 
Cephas” (which means Peter).

The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee. He 
found Philip and said to him, “Follow me.” Now 
Philip was from Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and 
Peter. Philip found Nathanael and said to him, 
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“We have found him of whom Moses in the Law 
and also the prophets wrote, Jesus of Nazareth, 
the son of Joseph.” Nathanael said to him, “Can 
anything good come out of Nazareth?” Philip 
said to him, “Come and see.” Jesus saw Nathanael 
coming toward him and said of him, “Behold, 
an Israelite indeed, in whom there is no deceit!” 
Nathanael said to him, “How do you know me?” 
Jesus answered him, “Before Philip called you, 
when you were under the fig tree, I  saw you.” 
Nathanael answered him, “Rabbi, you are the Son 
of God! You are the King of Israel!” Jesus answered 
him, “Because I said to you, ‘I  saw you under 
the fig tree,’ do you believe? You will see greater 
things than these.” And he said to him, “Truly, 
truly, I  say to you, you will see heaven opened, 
and the angels of God ascending and descending 
on the Son of Man.”

On the third day there was a wedding at Cana 
in Galilee, and the mother of Jesus was there. Jesus 
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also was invited to the wedding with his disciples. 
When the wine ran out, the mother of Jesus said to 
him, “They have no wine.” And Jesus said to her, 
“Woman, what does this have to do with me? My 
hour has not yet come.” His mother said to the 
servants, “Do whatever he tells you.”

Now there were six stone water jars there for 
the Jewish rites of purification, each holding 
twenty or thirty gallons. Jesus said to the servants, 
“Fill the jars with water.” And they filled them 
up to the brim. And he said to them, “Now draw 
some out and take it to the master of the feast.” So 
they took it. When the master of the feast tasted 
the water now become wine, and did not know 
where it came from (though the servants who had 
drawn the water knew), the master of the feast 
called the bridegroom and said to him, “Everyone 
serves the good wine first, and when people have 
drunk freely, then the poor wine. But you have 
kept the good wine until now.” This, the first of 
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his signs, Jesus did at Cana in Galilee, and mani-
fested his glory. And his disciples believed in him.

After this he went down to Capernaum, with 
his mother and his brothers and his disciples, and 
they stayed there for a few days.

The Passover of the Jews was at hand, and 
Jesus went up to Jerusalem. In the temple he 
found those who were selling oxen and sheep and 
pigeons, and the money- changers sitting there. 
And making a whip of cords, he drove them all 
out of the temple, with the sheep and oxen. And 
he poured out the coins of the money- changers 
and overturned their tables. And he told those 
who sold the pigeons, “Take these things away; do 
not make my Father’s house a house of trade.” His 
disciples remembered that it was written, “Zeal 
for your house will consume me.”

So the Jews said to him, “What sign do you 
show us for doing these things?” Jesus answered 
them, “Destroy this temple, and in three days I 
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will raise it up.” The Jews then said, “It has taken 
forty- six years to build this temple, and will you 
raise it up in three days?” But he was speaking 
about the temple of his body. When therefore he 
was raised from the dead, his disciples remem-
bered that he had said this, and they believed the 
Scripture and the word that Jesus had spoken.

Now when he was in Jerusalem at the Passover 
Feast, many believed in his name when they saw 
the signs that he was doing. But Jesus on his part 
did not entrust himself to them, because he knew 
all people and needed no one to bear witness 
about man, for he himself knew what was in man.

Now there was a man of the Pharisees named 
Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews. This man came to 
Jesus by night and said to him, “Rabbi, we know 
that you are a teacher come from God, for no one 
can do these signs that you do unless God is with 
him.” Jesus answered him, “Truly, truly, I  say to 
you, unless one is born again he cannot see the 

43.John.indd   9 11/13/17   4:05 PM



The Gospel according to John   

10

kingdom of God.” Nicodemus said to him, “How 
can a man be born when he is old? Can he enter 
a second time into his mother’s womb and be 
born?” Jesus answered, “Truly, truly, I say to you, 
unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he can-
not enter the kingdom of God. That which is born 
of the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the 
Spirit is spirit. Do not marvel that I said to you, 
‘You must be born again.’ The wind blows where 
it wishes, and you hear its sound, but you do not 
know where it comes from or where it goes. So it is 
with everyone who is born of the Spirit.”

Nicodemus said to him, “How can these 
things be?” Jesus answered him, “Are you the 
teacher of Israel and yet you do not understand 
these things? Truly, truly, I  say to you, we speak 
of what we know, and bear witness to what we 
have seen, but you do not receive our testimony. 
If I have told you earthly things and you do not 
believe, how can you believe if I tell you heavenly 
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things? No one has ascended into heaven except 
he who descended from heaven, the Son of Man. 
And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilder-
ness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, that 
whoever believes in him may have eternal life.

“For God so loved the world, that he gave his 
only Son, that whoever believes in him should not 
perish but have eternal life. For God did not send 
his Son into the world to condemn the world, but 
in order that the world might be saved through 
him. Whoever believes in him is not condemned, 
but whoever does not believe is condemned 
already, because he has not believed in the name of 
the only Son of God. And this is the judgment: the 
light has come into the world, and people loved 
the darkness rather than the light because their 
works were evil. For everyone who does wicked 
things hates the light and does not come to the 
light, lest his works should be exposed. But who-
ever does what is true comes to the light, so that it 
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may be clearly seen that his works have been car-
ried out in God.”

After this Jesus and his disciples went into the 
Judean countryside, and he remained there with 
them and was baptizing. John also was baptizing 
at Aenon near Salim, because water was plentiful 
there, and people were coming and being bap-
tized (for John had not yet been put in prison).

Now a discussion arose between some of 
John’s disciples and a Jew over purification. And 
they came to John and said to him, “Rabbi, he who 
was with you across the Jordan, to whom you bore 
witness — look, he is baptizing, and all are going 
to him.” John answered, “A person cannot receive 
even one thing unless it is given him from heaven. 
You yourselves bear me witness, that I said, ‘I am 
not the Christ, but I have been sent before him.’ 
The one who has the bride is the bridegroom. The 
friend of the bridegroom, who stands and hears 
him, rejoices greatly at the bridegroom’s voice. 
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Therefore this joy of mine is now complete. He 
must increase, but I must decrease.”

He who comes from above is above all. He who 
is of the earth belongs to the earth and speaks 
in an earthly way. He who comes from heaven is 
above all. He bears witness to what he has seen and 
heard, yet no one receives his testimony. Whoever 
receives his testimony sets his seal to this, that God 
is true. For he whom God has sent utters the words 
of God, for he gives the Spirit without measure. 
The Father loves the Son and has given all things 
into his hand. Whoever believes in the Son has 
eternal life; whoever does not obey the Son shall 
not see life, but the wrath of God remains on him.

Now when Jesus learned that the Pharisees had 
heard that Jesus was making and baptizing more 
disciples than John (although Jesus himself did 
not baptize, but only his disciples), he left Judea 
and departed again for Galilee. And he had to pass 
through Samaria. So he came to a town of Samaria 
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called Sychar, near the field that Jacob had given 
to his son Joseph. Jacob’s well was there; so Jesus, 
wearied as he was from his journey, was sitting 
beside the well. It was about the sixth hour.

A  woman from Samaria came to draw water. 
Jesus said to her, “Give me a drink.” (For his dis-
ciples had gone away into the city to buy food.) 
The Samaritan woman said to him, “How is it 
that you, a Jew, ask for a drink from me, a woman 
of Samaria?” (For Jews have no dealings with 
Samaritans.) Jesus answered her, “If you knew 
the gift of God, and who it is that is saying to 
you, ‘Give me a drink,’ you would have asked 
him, and he would have given you living water.” 
The woman said to him, “Sir, you have nothing 
to draw water with, and the well is deep. Where 
do you get that living water? Are you greater than 
our father Jacob? He gave us the well and drank 
from it himself, as did his sons and his livestock.” 
Jesus said to her, “Everyone who drinks of this 
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water will be thirsty again, but whoever drinks of 
the water that I will give him will never be thirsty 
again. The water that I will give him will become 
in him a spring of water welling up to eternal 
life.” The woman said to him, “Sir, give me this 
water, so that I will not be thirsty or have to come 
here to draw water.”

Jesus said to her, “Go, call your husband, and 
come here.” The woman answered him, “I  have 
no husband.” Jesus said to her, “You are right in 
saying, ‘I have no husband’; for you have had five 
husbands, and the one you now have is not your 
husband. What you have said is true.” The woman 
said to him, “Sir, I perceive that you are a prophet. 
Our fathers worshiped on this mountain, but you 
say that in Jerusalem is the place where people 
ought to worship.” Jesus said to her, “Woman, 
believe me, the hour is coming when neither on 
this mountain nor in Jerusalem will you worship 
the Father. You worship what you do not know; 
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we worship what we know, for salvation is from 
the Jews. But the hour is coming, and is now 
here, when the true worshipers will worship the 
Father in spirit and truth, for the Father is seek-
ing such people to worship him. God is spirit, and 
those who worship him must worship in spirit 
and truth.” The woman said to him, “I know that 
Messiah is coming (he who is called Christ). When 
he comes, he will tell us all things.” Jesus said to 
her, “I who speak to you am he.”

Just then his disciples came back. They mar-
veled that he was talking with a woman, but no 
one said, “What do you seek?” or, “Why are you 
talking with her?” So the woman left her water 
jar and went away into town and said to the peo-
ple, “Come, see a man who told me all that I ever 
did. Can this be the Christ?” They went out of the 
town and were coming to him.

Meanwhile the disciples were urging him, say-
ing, “Rabbi, eat.” But he said to them, “I have food 
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to eat that you do not know about.” So the dis-
ciples said to one another, “Has anyone brought 
him something to eat?” Jesus said to them, “My 
food is to do the will of him who sent me and to 
accomplish his work. Do you not say, ‘There are 
yet four months, then comes the harvest’? Look, 
I tell you, lift up your eyes, and see that the fields 
are white for harvest. Already the one who reaps 
is receiving wages and gathering fruit for eternal 
life, so that sower and reaper may rejoice together. 
For here the saying holds true, ‘One sows and 
another reaps.’ I  sent you to reap that for which 
you did not labor. Others have labored, and you 
have entered into their labor.”

Many Samaritans from that town believed in 
him because of the woman’s testimony, “He told 
me all that I ever did.” So when the Samaritans 
came to him, they asked him to stay with them, and 
he stayed there two days. And many more believed 
because of his word. They said to the woman, “It is 
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no longer because of what you said that we believe, 
for we have heard for ourselves, and we know that 
this is indeed the Savior of the world.”

After the two days he departed for Galilee. (For 
Jesus himself had testified that a prophet has no 
honor in his own hometown.) So when he came to 
Galilee, the Galileans welcomed him, having seen 
all that he had done in Jerusalem at the feast. For 
they too had gone to the feast.

So he came again to Cana in Galilee, where he 
had made the water wine. And at Capernaum there 
was an official whose son was ill. When this man 
heard that Jesus had come from Judea to Galilee, 
he went to him and asked him to come down and 
heal his son, for he was at the point of death. So 
Jesus said to him, “Unless you see signs and won-
ders you will not believe.” The official said to him, 
“Sir, come down before my child dies.” Jesus said 
to him, “Go; your son will live.” The man believed 
the word that Jesus spoke to him and went on his 
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way. As he was going down, his servants met him 
and told him that his son was recovering. So he 
asked them the hour when he began to get bet-
ter, and they said to him, “Yesterday at the seventh 
hour the fever left him.” The father knew that was 
the hour when Jesus had said to him, “Your son 
will live.” And he himself believed, and all his 
household. This was now the second sign that 
Jesus did when he had come from Judea to Galilee.

After this there was a feast of the Jews, and 
Jesus went up to Jerusalem.

Now there is in Jerusalem by the Sheep Gate a 
pool, in Aramaic called Bethesda, which has five 
roofed colonnades. In these lay a multitude of 
invalids — blind, lame, and paralyzed. One man 
was there who had been an invalid for thirty- eight 
years. When Jesus saw him lying there and knew 
that he had already been there a long time, he said 
to him, “Do you want to be healed?” The sick man 
answered him, “Sir, I have no one to put me into 
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the pool when the water is stirred up, and while 
I am going another steps down before me.” Jesus 
said to him, “Get up, take up your bed, and walk.” 
And at once the man was healed, and he took up 
his bed and walked.

Now that day was the Sabbath. So the Jews 
said to the man who had been healed, “It is the 
Sabbath, and it is not lawful for you to take up 
your bed.” But he answered them, “The man who 
healed me, that man said to me, ‘Take up your 
bed, and walk.’ ” They asked him, “Who is the man 
who said to you, ‘Take up your bed and walk’?” 
Now the man who had been healed did not know 
who it was, for Jesus had withdrawn, as there was 
a crowd in the place. Afterward Jesus found him 
in the temple and said to him, “See, you are well! 
Sin no more, that nothing worse may happen to 
you.” The man went away and told the Jews that 
it was Jesus who had healed him. And this was 
why the Jews were persecuting Jesus, because he 

43.John.indd   20 11/13/17   4:05 PM


