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Introduction

Two decades have passed since the publication of the first edition of
Women in the Church in 1995, and ten years have flown by since the
second edition appeared in 2005. Not only have the editors and con-
tributors to this volume, shall we say, matured (or at least gotten older),
but the culture has also undergone a tremendous amount of change
(though not progress, from our perspective) in this same period. Both
anecdotally and statistically, we’ve seen the culture’s approach to gender
take breathtaking twists and turns before our very eyes. Homosexual
marriage is being legalized, and the transgender revolution is under way.

Yet, as the saying goes, the more things change, the more they stay
the same. Sinfulness still infects and incapacitates all humanity (though
Christians have been liberated from sin’s powerful rule over them).
God’s design for man and woman has not changed radically—or even
changed at all. Many believe, as we do, that Scripture is revelation from
God and that human relationships ought to strive to conform to his pat-
tern rather than substituting our own or renegotiating the terms, and
these men and women continue to insist that Scripture ought to remain
our final authority, not only in matters of faith, narrowly conceived, but
also in human relationships.

For this reason, I was excited when Tom Schreiner broached the
topic of updating Women in the Church in the form of a third edition.
Our previous publisher, Baker Book House, graciously declined to pub-
lish a third edition, and Crossway has, even more graciously, agreed to
serve as publisher for the present volume. Initially, we planned simply
to update each of the chapters in the second edition and to replace the
single-author chapter on application with a virtual roundtable in order
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to express the diversity of ways Christians apply the teaching of 1 Timo-
thy 2:9-15. Then, developments ensued in rapid fashion.

First off, Henry Scott Baldwin gently but firmly declined revising his
chapter, suggesting that Al Wolters, who has engaged in cutting-edge
research on the term alBevteiv for the past decade, be pressed into
service. After initial hesitation due to other commitments, Al kindly
agreed to write for the current volume what we are convinced is now
the definitive essay on auBevteiv. While building on Baldwin’s work, Al
powerfully sharpens his argument and engages all the recent scholarship
on the meaning of auBevreiv judiciously and compellingly. The inclu-
sion of Al’s chapter alone warrants the production of this third edition.

Also, one by one, the other contributors decided against giving their
chapters a mere “face lift” and opted instead to write a fresh piece that
is congruent with their work in earlier editions but presents the mate-
rial in light of developments in the past two decades and in keeping
with current research and cultural dynamics. S. M. Baugh and Robert
Yarbrough, in particular, spent a considerable amount of time, with
much careful thought, presenting the background of 1 Timothy 2:9-15
to apply it to our cultural context in a fresh, new light that is sure to
connect both with readers of previous editions and with those new to
the debate.

I, too, decided not merely to touch up my chapter but to completely
rerun all my searches of the Thesaurus Linguae Graecae (TLG) data-
base in an effort to isolate the most pertinent syntactical parallels for
the grammatical construction found in 1 Timothy 2:12. More detailed
search parameters and a more robust database now available have al-
lowed me to narrow my investigation from its previous four-century
span to include only authors who wrote in the first century AD, while
simultaneously adding thirty-one examples. I also decided to integrate
my interaction with the scholarly literature on the subject throughout
my essay rather than collecting responses at the end as in the second
edition.

Finally, we asked Denny Burk to write a brand-new chapter on Bible
translation. This addition seemed necessary since the NIV 2011 transla-
tion committee retranslated auBevreiv in a rendering that went against

the NIV 1984 and even the TNIV 2002.
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In what follows, the content of each chapter is summarized in the
words of the contributor. We will return to the contribution of each
chapter in the conclusion. As the editors, who have actively participated
in the discussion for the past twenty years (or more), we are grateful to
be able to offer the public this substantially new third edition of Women
in the Church. We believe that as those committed to historic Christian-
ity, we cannot afford to take our cue from the rapidly changing culture.
Increasingly, being a Bible-believing Christian in this world—or taking
one’s cue from Scripture alone—means swimming upstream and being
countercultural.

To that end of submitting to Scripture’s authority, the team of con-
tributors, all leading experts in their respective fields, scrutinize in the
following pages the various aspects of a responsible interpretation of
1 Timothy 2:9-15: the historical background of first-century Ephesus;
the meaning of the word alBevteiv; the Greek syntax of v. 12, “I do
not permit a woman to teach or to exercise authority over a man”; the
exegesis of 1 Timothy 2:9-135; the cultural context for applying the
passage; matters of Bible translation; and vigorous, spirited interaction
on the implications of the reading offered here for women’s roles in the
life of the church today.

In chapter 1, S. M. Baugh discusses the first-century background.
For more than a century, excavators have been digging in the city of
Ephesus, and in the course of that time, archaeologists and ancient his-
torians have unearthed, examined, and evaluated a very large amount
of original source material, which makes a fairly intimate knowledge of
the city and its inhabitants possible. Unfortunately, this material is not
always easily accessible, and misunderstandings sometimes continue for
people who look for accurate explanations of the Ephesian background
to interpret texts such as 1 Timothy. Hence, while the earlier forms of
this essay provided much technical information, this version has been
revised to make the subject matter clearer to the nonspecialist. The
overall goal is to draw an accurate, brief portrait of the institutions of
Ephesus as they relate specifically to the interpretation of 1 Timothy 2
and illumine its message.

In chapter 2, Al Wolters examines the meaning of the verb aifev-
1€w, which occurs in 1 Timothy 2:12 and is commonly translated “have
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authority.” His main point is that the verb here does not have a pe-
jorative meaning (as in “domineer”) or an ingressive meaning (as in
“assume authority”), although in recent decades a number of scholars,
versions, and lexica have ascribed these connotations to it. An exhaus-
tive survey of all known occurrences of the verb in ancient and medieval
Greek shows that actual usage does not support these lexicographical
innovations. While the translation “assume authority” (or the like) is
sometimes justified, this is the case only where an ingressive aorist is
used, not in other tense forms of the verb, such as the present tense in
this passage.

In chapter 3, I examine the essential syntax of what is probably
the most contentious section of 1 Timothy 2:9-15: “I do not permit a
woman to teach or to exercise authority over a man” (v. 12 ESV). In
particular, based on syntactic parallels in both Scripture and ancient
Greco-Roman literature, I argue that the two activities joined by the
conjunction oUd€ in 1 Timothy 2:12 (teaching and exercising authority
over men) must be, in Paul’s consideration, either both positive or both
negative. Paul’s positive view of 6 10aokw (teaching) as an activity thus
points to his positive view of aBeviéw avdpdg (exercising authority
over a man) as an activity, over against interpreters who have assigned
to aBeviéw avdpds a negative meaning. In addition, I argue that the
two activities of teaching and exercising authority, while related, ought
not to be merged into a single idea that is more restrictive than either
one is separately (e.g., “seizing authority to teach a man”), an interpre-
tation that some scholars have strenuously advanced in recent years.
I conclude with a new section on discourse analysis that contextually
supports and reinforces the results of the preceding syntactic analysis.

In chapter 4, Thomas Schreiner sets forth an interpretation of
1 Timothy 2:9-15. While not every contributor would agree with every-
thing argued for in this essay—especially the interpretations offered
for 1 Timothy 2:14-15—the interpretation proposed draws upon the
conclusions reached in other chapters of this book (especially Baugh,
Wolters, and Kostenberger) and interacts extensively with existing
scholarship.

In chapter 5, Robert Yarbrough deals with the hermeneutics of this
passage and what the interpretation means for church practice. He de-
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nies that this passage asserts the abolition, prevention, or curtailment of
women’s leadership in church or society, or women’s exclusion from all
teaching and ministry in any capacity whatsoever. Rather, this chapter
explores the meaning of the biblical precedent and precept of men’s
primary leadership responsibility as pastoral teachers and overseers
(cf. Paul’s “teach” and “exercise authority” in 1 Tim. 2:12) in God’s
household, the church.

In chapter 6, Denny Burk investigates the claim, advanced by Linda
Belleville, that a nonpejorative rendering of aBevtelv is an innovation
of English Bibles produced in the twentieth century. He also examines
the shift in translation of aBevteiv from “have authority” in the NIV
1984 and TNIV 2002 to the ingressive “assume authority” in the TNIV
2005 and NIV 2011. Is the NIV translators’ explanation for the new
rendering compelling? Or is it potentially misleading in light of Philip
Payne’s pejorative understanding of “assume authority,” which the find-
ings of Al Wolters and Andreas Kostenberger in the present volume
contravene?

Chapter 7 is devoted to the application of the teaching of 1 Timothy
2:9-15 to women’s and men’s roles in the church today. To this end, we
gathered a virtual roundtable of several women and men with a proven
track record of speaking out intelligently and knowledgeably on this
issue. While diverse in background, these women and men concur in
their essential interpretation of the passage as laid out in the present vol-
ume. At the same time, while the original meaning of 1 Timothy 2:9-15
is firm, the significance of Paul’s teaching in this passage is multifaceted.
The various participants in the roundtable provide a series of perceptive
observations on the text and its application as women and men strive to
apply the teaching of 1 Timothy 2:9-15 to their lives today.

It is my conviction that the phalanx of highly credentialed scholars
who contributed to this volume cannot easily be charged with merely
spouting patriarchal propaganda. Readers of this work will find ex-
tensive engagement with primary sources; judicious, transparent inter-
pretation; and responsible, charitable interaction with opposing views.
We trust that the quality of our work speaks for itself and hope that
any who might be disposed to dismiss our book as “the scholarship of
patriarchy” or the like will instead give serious consideration to its ar-
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guments. The scholarly work presented in this third edition of Women
in the Church is the result of a sustained quest for truth: readers will
find ample evidence of adjustments, refinements, and wrestling with the
evidence rather than mere dogmatic assertions. We believe anyone who
is honestly searching for God’s design for man and woman will find in
this volume ample food for thought and much truth for life.

I am deeply grateful to Tom Schreiner for our twenty-year partner-
ship in publishing on this vital issue. I am also grateful to the contribu-
tors to this volume for setting aside valuable time not only to update
their essays but also to reconceive them in significant ways. Thanks are
also due to my research assistant, Chuck Bumgardner, not only for his
help with revising my essay but also for his behind-the-scenes work of
updating and reshaping the bibliography, which has evolved from a
simple collection of works cited to a more robust research bibliography.
Justin Taylor and his staff at Crossway, as always, have wholeheartedly
embraced the vision underlying this volume and have done an out-
standing job producing it. Last but not least, ’'m grateful to my wife,
Margaret, with whom I share a deep passion for God’s design for man
and woman.

Soli Deo gloria.
Andreas ]. Kostenberger
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